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Harama Munosanosuh

CaBeTHUK KOOPAMHATOP
3aBop 3a yHanpehuBame 06pa3oBarma 1 BaCIUTamba

TEPEHCKA HACTABA KAO ®AKTOP CTULIAIbA 3HAIBA
Y HACTABU ITPMPOJE N IPYIITBA Y IIT PASPELY
OCHOBHE HIKOJIE

VBop

Ilanac ce cmarpa ja IJTaBHM MCXOf, odpasoBama Tpeda ma Oyme CTuIjarbe
GYHKUMOHAIHNUX, NPUMEH/PUBUX 3Hawa. Y WiaHy 4. 3akoHa o ocHosama
cucitiema 0dpaszoeara u 6actiuiliarba Kao jeflaH Off IM/beBa HABOIM Ce CTUIIAbe
KBA/IUTEeTHNX 3Hama, BEIITHHA M CTaBOBA KOje CY CBMMA HEOIIXOfIHE 3a JIMYHO
OCTBapeme M pasBoj U pasBUjambe pasmMunTUX KomnereHnyuja. [locmenmsy b,
a/lil He U HajMarbe BaXkaH, jecTe ,noBehame 00pa3oBHOT HMBOA CTAHOBHMINTBA
u pa3Boj Penrydnnke Cpduje kao ap>kaBe 3aCHOBaHe Ha 3HamwY . MHOIM cMaTpajy
la KOHLIeNT (PyHKIMOHATHE IMMCMEHOCTY VICK/by4yje 3Hame, ali, Kao ILITO ce
MOXKe 3aK/bY4UTH, 3aKOH 0 ocHoéama o6pasoeara U eactiuiiiarad, odyxsara
U (YHKIMOHA/IHY HMUCMEHOCT M 3Hame. YCIEIHOCT CTHULamba (PYHKIVOHATHE
MIICMEHOCTM Y4YeHMKa, HAapo4MTO reorpadcke (yHKIVIOHATHE HVCMEHOCTH,
3aBUCK Off YCIIEIIHOCTM CTMILamba (YHKIVOHAIHUX 3Haba y IPBOM IVKIYCY
OCHOBHOI' odpasoBama. IloyeTak reorpadckor ommcMemaBamba 3alOYNbE Y
IIPBOM pa3pejy OCHOBHe IIIKOJIe, /I Ce Ca 3aXTeBHUjJM reorpadcKuM I0jMOBUMa

ydaennnu cycpehy y Tpehem paspeny.

Ila d1cMo modMIM KOMIUIETHY CIMKY IITA Ce Off yYeHMKa O4eKyje y OBOM
y3pacty, nornefahemo odpasoBHe craHpappe 3a Kpaj 1. mukmyca odaBesHOr
odpasoBama (,Cmyxdenn rmacauk PC - IlpocBerHu rmacamk “ Op. 5/11).
VspBojuhemo oppebene cranmapge mnocturayha sa odmact Kpemiawe u
opujeHtiayuja y Upociiopy, a Ha Koja y4eHUK Tpeda f[a OATOBOPU Ha Kpajy
4eTBPTOT paspefa.
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Y4eHuk/y4eHn-
Ija 3Ha U yMe Ha

Y4eHuk/y4eHn-
Ija 3Ha U yMe Ha

Yd4eHuk/yuennia
3HA U yMe Ha Ha-

OBJIACT OCHOBHOM HMBOY cpenmbeM HUBOY IIPEZHOM HMBOY
3Ha moMohy yera ce Yme ma mpoHabe Yme fa unTa
JbYIVI OPUjEHTUIIY  TpaKeHe yIuIle 1 reorpacky KapTy
y IIpOCTOPY objexTe Ha INIAHYy ~ TpuMemyjyhu
Hace/ba 3Hama O CTpaHaMa
CBeTa U 3HaYemy
Kaprorpadckux
Kperabe 1 3HAKOBa
opujeHTanuja y Yme fa ompenu Yme pa mponabe
IpoCTOpy CTpaHe CBeTa I10- OCHOBHE
mohy CyHIa uHdopmanuje Ha

reorpackoj KapTu
Cpduje: Hajseha n
HajBa)KHIja Hacelba,
odmke pemeda u
HOBPIIMHCKIX BOZA

Mertoponoruja HCTpaKNBamba

3amefarouKy eKCIepyMeHT n3adpasa caM cafipykaje Koje yYeHUIY peanusyjy
y okBupy TeMe Moj 3asuuaj u Kpeitiarwe y tipociiiopy u epemery y Tpehem paspeny
OCHOBHE IIKoze u3 npeamera Ilpupoma u gpywmrso. Hum uciuipaxcusarwa je
yTBpbuBame edekara TepeHCKe HacTaBe Kao HACTaBHOI 00jeKTa BaH LIKO/E y
OJJHOCY Ha TpafiNLIMOHAJIHY HACTaBy Y YYMOHULIN. 3agamax uciipaxuearoq
IpefcTaB/ba UCINUTUBAE 3HAYajHOCTM pasjMKe y YCIEHNIHOCTM pelllaBamba
3ajjaTaka 0djeKTMBHOT THIIA HA pMHATAHOM UCIATUBAbY QYHKIVOHATHIX 3HA A
u3MeDhy ekcriepyMeHTaIHe IpyIIe M KOHTPOJIHe rpyIie. VcnntuBame epukacHOCTH
yuera IPYMEHOM TepeHCKe HacTaBe M3BEJEeHO je y MeJarollKoM eKCIIepUMEHTY
ca mapanenHuM rpynama (rpyme E n K) y mikonckoj 2015/16. roguum y Tpajamy
o 10 IIKOJICKMX YacoBa y OCHOBHOj LIKOMM ,JoBaH IlomoBuh® y Kpymesiy.
VcrpaxusameM je odyxBaheHo ykynHo 102 yuennka Tpeher paspena, ox tora
50 y4eHMKa y eKCIIepMMEHTAIHOj U 52 Y4eHMKa Y KOHTPOIHOj IPyIN. Y4YeHuu
KOHTPOJIHE IpyIle Cy HaBelleHe cajJpyKaje peanusoBaliy y YYMOHMULM, JIOK CY
yYeHMILM eKCIlepyMeHTanHe Ipyle ofpehern dpoj yacoBa ImpoBenu Ha TEpeHy.
VcrpaxusameM cy odyxsahenn cazpxaju o odnuuyma pepeda y OKpyKemwy,
odnuuyMa IojaB/bUBamba BOZE Y OKpYXXewy, opujeHTaumju npema CyHIy n
ofipebuBamy INTaBHUX CTpaHa CBETa, OpMjeHTalMju moMohy IUIaHa Hace/ba U
opujeHTaluju Ha reorpadckoj kaptu. TecTupambe y4eHMKA je M3BPIIEHO IIpe
peanusanyje HaBeleHNX caJprKaja M HAKOH peannsanuje cafipKaja.
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VIHCTpYMEHT MCTpaKMBaimba je TeCT, MHULIMjaIHU TeCT ¥ (UHATHU TeCT,
KOHCTPYMCaH 3a II0Tpebe OBOT MCTPaKMBakba Ha OCHOBY IIOCTAB/bEHNUX LIM/beBa
U 3a7laTaKa UCTPAKUBAIbA.

ITodeTak eKcllepMMEHTA je MPEACTAB/bANIO MHULMjATHO TECTUPAIbe YYeHNKA
eKCIIePMMEHTAJIHE Y KOHTPOJIHE IPyIIe.

3ajiaTke 00jeKTMBHOT TUIIA YYEHNIIM Cy PelllaBaji TAKO IITO Cy 3a0KPY>KU-
BaJIY C/IOBO JICIIPe]] TAYHOT OJITOBOPA, O/IFOBOP IMCA/IM Ha IMHMjU, JOIYbaBalin
PpeYeHMIly U CITMYHO.

OBo npoBepaBaibe 3HaIba UMAJIO je 33 IWb Jja YTBPAK IIPefi3Hambe yYeHM-
Ka eKCIIePMMEHTA/IHe 1 KOHTPOJIHE IpyIle y JOMEHY K/bY4HMX II0OjMOBa 3a I'eo-
rpadcke cappikaje: Tpaf, ceno, XUBOT Y Hace/by, CHallaXKee y Hacesby, caobpahaj,
pebed, [1eNOBM aHa, AAHU, Mecelyl 1 TOAMHe, Tofuiuma foba. Kako Ha mHu-
L[MjaJIHOM Mepery HMUCY YCTAaHOB/beHE 3Ha4ajHe CTATUCTUYKE Pas/iMKe y 3HaIby
yuenuka E (ekciepumenrante) u K (KoHTpoIHe) TpyIie, OfHOCHO rpyIie Cy 6ue
yjemHadeHe, y laJbeM TeKCTY HaKby heMo ycMepuTn Ha mocTurayha ydeHnka Ha
3aBPIIHOM TeCTY 3Hamba HAKOH peann3alyje eKCIIepUMeHTa. Y YeHUIIM KOHTPOJI-
He Ipylle Cy HaBeJjeHe cafipyKaje peann30Bajii Y YYMOHUIY, & YIEHUIY eKCIIepu-
MeHTaJIHe TPyIle Cy IIPOBE/IN IIeT YacoBa Ha TEePEeHY.

Ha npBoM TepeHCKOM yacy y4mMTe/bUIja Ce 3afip>Kaja Ha OCHOBHMM II0jMO-
BUMa, pa3yMeBamby UCINOKA U 3anadd. YYeHULM Cy M3allUIM Ha T€PeH Y PaHUM
jyTapmuM 4acoBMMa, YUUTE/bULIA MM je 00jacHIIa KaKo Jja IOCTaBe NeCHY PYKY
y IIpaBLy MCTOKA. Y PasroBOPY ca YYMTE/BUIIOM, Ca3HajeMO KaKo Jlelja pasyMejy
OBe IIOjMOBe: ,,BehuHa y4eHnka He moBe3yje CBoja CTedeHa 3HamWa U3 YIIOEHMKa,
I7ie je Ha CMLY TIpUKasaH monoxaj Tena“. Crenehy yac yuyeHMIu cy mpoBenn
Y YYMOHUIIM, Pa3roBapai Cy O 3HAaKOBUMA U3 IPUPOJie TOMOhy Kojux ce Mory
opujeHTucarn. 3Be3fa CeBepmaya, Koja IoKasyje ceBep; TOJIOBY Ha Iamy ofcede-
Hor cTab6ya ryuthe cy pacriopehenn Ha cTpaHu Koja Iokasyje ceBep, MpaBUIbaK ca
jy’KHe cTpaHe HeKOT 3aK/I0Ha; MaXOBMHA Ha fipseTy 1 ¢1. Ha mpeocranum Tepen-
CKMM 4YaCOBUMMa, YYEHUIV CY OIIa3IIN o 0Omkme peke PaciHe u pasrienanu
perbed seM/bUINTA. YUUTE/BULIA je MMaJla IPYINKY Ja MM CIIVKe pebeda IoKaxKe
Ul Ha TepeHY, TAKO fia Cy Y4eHMIIM MO/ Jja 1ToBe3yjy ca ¢poTorpadujama Koje ce
Hajase y yubeHuky. Jlako n 6p3o cy yCBOjuIy 1OjMOBe: BpX IUIAHMHE, CTPAHe U
nopHoXje, Tekyhe Bogie, ctajahe Bome. 3axBaspyjyhu mertmwu mopen peke Pacune,
YYEeHMIY CY JIAaKO 3aIlaMTH/IN U PasyMey Kako 611 HeKOM OIICa/I CBOj 3aBUYaj.
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PCSYJITaTI/I TecTupama

Tabena 1.
Ha unuyujannom mecmy 3snarba
bp. murama Tayan Herauan Hen. Tagan Ykynno
OJITOBOP OfIFOBOP OfIrOBOP y4YeHMKa

E K E K E K E K
1 26 11 24 41 50 52
2 44 47 2 2 4 3 50 52
3 19 25 28 27 3 50 52
4 34 25 4 10 12 17 50 52
5 29 23 21 29 50 52
6 33 39 17 13 50 52
7 42 45 4 2 4 50 52
8 23 17 24 31 3 4 50 52
9 28 25 20 27 2 50 52
10 28 34 15 12 7 6 50 52

Yuennny obe rpyIe ¢y HoKasaam NpUOIIDKHO UCTO 3Hakbe, HA OCHOBY Yera
CMO 3aK/bYUM/IN 1 Cy TPyTI€ YjeHAueHe.

"E" Group
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Ipagpukon I: Tlpukas pesynTaTa MHUIMjATHOT TecTpamwa E rpyme
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Ipagpuxon 2: IIpuxa3s pesynmama unuyujanqoe mecmuparoa K epyne

DuHATHYI TeCT 3Haba

Ha ¢uHanHOM TecTy 3Hama y4eHUIM KOHTPOJIHE IPyIIe Cy IOKa3alin 3HaT-
HO c/abuje 3Hame Off y4eHNKa eKcrepuMmeHTanHe rpyme. Ha oppebenum mu-
TambJMa ¥ O[ITOBOPYMMA jaCHO Ce BUM I CY y4eHULIM KOHTPOJIHE TPpYyIle II0jMOBe
yIo3HaBa/my y yunonuny. Tako, 3a HOfHOXje IlaHyHe ofpehenn 6poj yueHnka
KOHTPOJIHE TPYIIe HAIMCAO je [ja je TO IIO[I3eMJ/be, HA OCHOBY Yera ce 3aK/by4nje Ja
He [T0Be3Yjy CIIMKY U3 YIIOeHMKaA ca IVTAHVHOM Y TIPUPOAIN.

Ha rpadmkony 3 je npepcraB/beH yopenHM IPUKa3 OCBOjeHNX O0oBa y4e-
HUKa ofe rpyme no nuramyuma. MoxeMo npuMeTUTH A2 je Hajseha pasnmka y
3Hawy yueHrka E u K rpyne youwsnsa Ha nutamuma 6p. 5, 6, 8 n 9. To cy ynpaso
IMTamba KOja ce OJHOCE Ha OPMjEeHTALN]Y Y IIPOCTOPY U CafipKaje y OKBUPY TeMe
Moj 3a6uuaj. YaeHUIIM €KCIIEPMMEHTA/IHE I'PYyIle Cy Hay4MI) Ca pasyMeBambeM
peannsoBaHe cafipxxaje ¥ MoxkeMo pehu f1a ¢y cTexmu QyHKIMOHA/IHA 3HAbA.

Ha npBom nuTamy ce oueKyje of yueHnka jga fepunniry peved. ITokasano
ce Jla yYeHNIIM eKCIIepUMEeHTAaIHe IPyIIe, KOji Cy OBe cajp)kaje Be>kOanmm y mpu-
POz, IaMTe ca pasyMeBameM U IaKO MHTePIIpeTnpajy neduHnnmje kacunje. Ha
IUTambe Koje ce OHOCH Ha CIIOpefIHe CTPaHe CBeTa U IJIaBHe CTPaHe CBeTa, KaKo
je Toka3ao (MHAIHY TECT, CaMO CY YYeHUIIM KOji Cy aKTVBHO YUYV/IV Ha TEPEHY Y
BehMHuM ofiroBapay TavHo.
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Ipagukon 4: YnopenHu IpyuKas oljeHa Ha (pVMHATHOM TeCTHPamby yYeHMKa

3ak/pyvaK

Yyenuum yspacra opg 7 o 11 ropgmHa MHOre IIOjMOBE He DasyMejy.
LlenTpanuyu mpodneM OBOT pajia je Kako MocTuhy (GYHKIMOHATHO 3Hame 13
reorpad)cKyX cafip)kaja Koju IIpeficCTaB/bajy OCHOBY 3a fa/be yueme. PasBujame
GbYHKIMOHATHNX 3Hama je Moryhe caMo ako je HacTaBa OpraHM30BaHa TaKo fla
y4eHuIm dymy akTMBHI. MeTOAMYKO pellerhe 3a jeflaH /1eo HACTaBHUX CapiKaja
MOXKe Jja ITOC/TY>XKM HAaCTaBHMIMMA KaO MOJIe/l M/IM MHCIMpalMja 3a Kpeuparbe
HOBMX pelller-a puaaroeHnx morpedama KOHKpeTHe LIKOJIe 1 IOKa/THE CpefiiHe
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yueHMKa. TepeHCKa HacTaBa Kao HauMH ydyera IOCTMYE HU3 IO3UTUBHUX
peakiyja Koj ydeHMKa: KpeaTMBHOCT, Belly MOTMBUCAHOCT, pajlo3HANIOCT U
cmyHo. TepeHcka HacraBa je OpraHM30BaHa pajyl yCBajama Treorpadckux
cagp)kaja M IOjMOBa KOjy CYy Y4eHMIIMMA alCTPAKTHM (TELIKy) 3a pasyMeBarbe.
Ilakne, o4eKyjeMO a MICKyCTBO ¥ 3Hambe KOjé YYEeHMK CTUYe Ha TEpEHy yTude
Ha IETOBO Jla/be VHTEpecoBame 3a reorpadcke cajpkaje ¥ HUCIObaBambe
MHHULMjaTUBe 3a CTUIIAbe HOBMX 3Halba KacHUje Y TOKY IHIKo/loBamba. OCHOBHU
3aK/by4aK OLleHJBambha YYCHNYKIX IOCTUTHYha Ha TeCTy 3Hamba FOBOPY Y IIPUJIOT
paso3umMa 3a IpUMeHY OHYDeHNX pellena IPYINKOM peann3obama ofpehennx
cagpikaja.

KBanmuraTuBHO mpolemnBame edekara TepeHCKe HacTaBe Y OCTBApUBamby
reorpadCKMX cafp>kKaja M3 IporpaMa 3acHOBAHO je Ha IIPUKYIUbEHUM
nojalyMa IPUIMKOM MHTEPBjylcamba yUUTEBULE KOja je peann3oBaja HacCTaBy.
udopmanyje o KBaIUTeTy TepeHCKe HAcTaBe ¥ IPeJIO3N 32 HEHO fabe
peannsoBame JOIPUHEIN Cy yCaBpIlaBaby Mpolieca CTUIamba GYHKIMOHATHNX
3Hama ofipebeHnx reorpadckux cappkaja y mporpamy npenmera IIpupopa u
npywrtBo 3a Tpehu paspen. Llnwp oBMX 4acoBa je [ja MOACTAKHY PajjO3HANOCT
U /py0aB IpeMa IPUPORM, Capajiby U pasBUjaibe JIOTMYKOr 3aK/byuuBama y
TepeHckoM papay. Kama odpabyjemo oBe canpkaje myrem TepeHCke HacTaBe,
IPBO ¥ OCHOBHO O 4eMy Tpeda BOAVTH pavyyHa je fia TO dyje y paHUM jyTapmhyuM
yacoBMMa, y BpeMe Kaja CyHile 3amucTa m3nasu. Kaga yuenunu Bupe CyHie,
pasyMejy Ha Kojoj cTpanu CyHIle U3/1a3M U II0Be3Yjy ca TeOPUjCKUM 3HabeM Jia
M3/1a3¥ Ha MICTOKY, TaKO 1 JIAKIIIe ITaMTe I7ie je ucTok. MehyTnm, ako mpomeHnMo
TepeH, BEPOBATHO je /la OKO IOJIOBMHE y4yeHMKa Hehe ymMeTn ma ce opujeHTHIIe.
»Onpebenn dpoj yueHnka ce Besyje 3a KOHKpeTHe IIpeIMeTe, CTBAPU Y OKPY>KemY.
HapasHo, yBeK Ma OHMX KOj! CT€YEHA 3Halba KOPUCTE Y CBAKOIHEBHOM XKIBOTY,
Iyl OHM Cy Y MamUHIL

To Ham ykasyje fma cy oBuM reorpadCKu Cajpkaju amncTpakTHM 3a
pasyMeBame. Kajia morniefgaMmo 1 pesynrare TeCTMparba MOXKEMO 3aK/by4UTH Jia je
jemVHO pellletbe Jla yIUTe/bY OBe CaipyKaje peannsyjy IpumMenyjyhu nckpbydnso
TEpEHCKY HacTaBy.

Kmyune peuu: (GYHKIMOHATHO 3Hame, TEPEHCKa HACTaBa, IPUPOJA M1
APYUITBO, Y4EHUIM pa3pefjHe HACTaBe, I7IaBHE CTPaHe CBeTa.

222



YHAMPEBUBAHE KBA/IUTETA OBPA3OBAHA Y OCHOBHUM LLKOJTAMA

JInteparypa

JTasapesuh K., Banbyp B., (2001): MeTonnka HacTaBe IpUpoOJe 1 SPYLITBA,
Jaropuna -beorpan

Pynuh B., (1991): Metonuxka Hactase reorpaduje, beorpan
Cny>x6enu rnacauk PC - I[IpocBeTnn rinacHux 6p. 7/10

Mapunukosuh C., Mapkosuh C., (2008): [Ipupopa u gpyurrso 3a Tpehn paspen
ocHOBHe 1IKorte, KpearnsHu nieHTap, beorpan

My>xuh B., (1968): MeTononornja megaroukor UCTpaXkuBama, 3aBoj 3a
usfiaBame yiibennka, CapajeBo

3aKOH 0 OCHOBaMa cucTeMa o6pazoBama 1 BaciuTama (, CTy>kOeHM I/TacHNK
PC’, 6p. 72/09, 52/11, 55/13, 35/15 n 68/15) Cny>x6enu rnacauk PC -
ITpocBeTHu rmacHuk 6p. 5/11

223



IMPROVING QUALITY OF EDUCATION IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Natasa Milovanovic, Adviser — coordinator

Institute for Educational Advancement

FIELD TEACHING AS A TOOL IN ACQUIRING FUNCTIONAL
KNOWLEDGE IN TEACHING NATURE AND SOCIETY IN THE
THIRD GRADE OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Introduction

One of the main goals of contemporary education should be acquiring func-
tional, applicable knowledge. The article 4 of the Law on the Fundamentals of the
Education System describes one of the goals of the educational system as acquiring
quality knowledge, skills and attitudes that are necessary for the personal devel-
opment as well as for the development of different competences. ITocnenmu uns,
aM He M HajMambe BaXKaH, jecTe ,loBehame 06pa3oBHOT HUMBOA CTAHOBHMINITBA 1
pasBoj Penrybnuke Cpbuje xao ap>kaBe 3acHOBaHe Ha 3Hamwy . The last goal states
the importance of “increasing the educational level of the population and the
development of the Republic of Serbia as a country based on knowledge” Many
believe that the concept of functional literacy excludes knowledge but, as can be
concluded, the Law on the Fundamentals of the Education System encompasses
both functional literacy and knowledge. The level of acquiring functional literacy
among students, especially in geography, depends on the level of the functional
knowledge in the first cycle of primary education. Acquiring geographical literacy
starts in the first grade, though the students get acquainted with more complex
geographical terms in the third grade.

In order to get a complete picture of what is required from students at this
age, we will examine the educational standards for the end of the first cycle of
compulsory education (,,Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia — Educational
Gazette“ No. 5/11). We will point out certain standards for the unit Orientation in
space which a student has to achieve at the end of the fourth grade.
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Topics Basic skills Intermediate skills ~ Advanced skills
Understand the Knows how touse ~ Knows how to read
ways of orientating  maps to find streets a map using cardi-
in space and buildings nal directions and

the understands the
meaning of map

symbols

Moving Around in
Space and Orienta-
tion

Knows how to find
basic informa-
tion on the map of
Serbia: the biggest
and most impor-
tant cities, different
terrains and bodies
of water

Knows how to
determine the
cardinal directions
using the Sun

Research Methodology

For the purpose of the research I chose contents of the units My Homeland
and Moving Around in Space and Time which are taught in the third grade within
the subject Nature and Society. The research goal is to examine the effects of field
teaching outside the classroom and to compare them to the effects of traditional
teaching in the classroom. The research objective is to examine the significant
difference in solving objective tasks at the final functional knowledge test be-
tween the experimental and the control group. The analysis of the efficiency of
field teaching is carried out with two parallel groups (groups E and K) during the
2015/16 school year in the elementary school “Jovan Popovic” in Krusevac, dur-
ing 10 school classes. The research included 102 third grade students, 50 students
in the experimental group and 52 in the control group. The students who were in
the control group were doing their tasks in the classroom, while the students from
the experimental group spent part of their classes on the field. The research in-
cluded the following contents: shapes of surrounding terrain, surrounding bodies
of water, orientation by the Sun, cardinal directions, orientation with the map of a
town, as well as orientation on a geographical map. The testing is carried out both
before and after the realization of the above mentioned contents. The research in-
strument is a test, the initial test and the final one, created for the purposes of this
research and based on the established goals and tasks of the research.
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At the beginning of the experiment, initial testing of both experimental and
control groups was carried out. Students were supposed to circle the letter next to
the correct answer, to write down the answer on the line, to finish sentences, etc.
The goal of the test was to check the basic knowledge of both experimental and
control groups on geography contents such as: city, village, life in populated areas,
orientation in populated areas, traffic, terrain, time, days, months and years, sea-
sons. Since valuable statistical differences in knowledge between E (experimental)
and K (control) groups of students were not found during the initial testing, that
is, since the results of both groups were similar, we will focus our attention on
students” achievements on the final test done after the experiment. The control
group had all the classes in the classroom while the experimental group had five
classes on the field.

At the first field class, the teacher was working only on the basic terms, such
as understanding the difference between East and West. The students went out
in the early morning hours; the teacher showed them how to put their right arm
in the direction of East. Talking with the teacher, we found out how children
understood these terms: “The majority of students do not connect what we
showed them with their textbook where the correct body position is showed in a
picture” 3axBaspyjyhu mermu nopep pexe PaciHe, yu4eHNIM Cy TaKO 3alaMTVIN
U pa3yMeni Kako 611 HeKOM OIMCa/IV CBOj 3aBUYaj.

Students had the next class in the classroom, discussing the ways of orien-
tation in the nature: Pole Star that indicates north, stump rings that are more
concentrated at the north side, anthill situated at the southern side of a hill, moss
on a tree, etc. During the rest of the field classes, students went to the nearby
river Rasina to observe the terrain. The teacher had a chance to show them the
pictures of the terrain while being there, so the students could connect them to
the photographs found in the textbook. They adopted the terms easily: the top
of a mountain, the sides and the bottom of a mountain, running and still water.
Thanks to the walk by the river Rasina, students were able to understand and to
describe their homeland.

226



YHAMPEBUBAHE KBA/IUTETA OBPA3OBAHA Y OCHOBHUM LLKOJTAMA

The Results of the Testing

Table 1
The Initial Test
Question Correct Answer Wrong Answer Partially Correct ~ No. of Students
No. Answer

E K E K E K E K
1 26 11 24 41 50 52
2 44 47 2 2 4 3 50 52
3 19 25 28 27 3 50 52
4 34 25 4 10 12 17 50 52
5 29 23 21 29 50 52
6 33 39 17 13 50 52
7 42 45 4 2 4 50 52
8 23 17 24 31 3 4 50 52
9 28 25 20 27 2 50 52
10 28 34 15 12 7 6 50 52

The students from both groups showed similar knowledge which suggests

that the groups were equal.

"E" Groap

T

Graph 1: The results of the initial testing of the E group
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Graph 2: The results of the initial testing of the K group

The Final Test

On the final test, the students from the control group showed slightly worse
knowledge comparing to the experimental group. Some questions clearly show
that the control group learnt the contents in the classroom. For example, for the
bottom of the mountain a certain number of control group students wrote it was
the underground, which clearly shows that they are not connecting the picture
from the textbook with the actual mountain.

The Graph 3 shows points of both groups for each of the questions. It is clear
that the biggest difference in knowledge between E and K groups is shown on the
questions 5, 6, 8 and 9. Those questions refer to the orientation in space and the
content of the unit My homeland. On the contrary, the students of the experimen-
tal group acquired functional knowledge of the content.

The first question was to define terrain. The students of the experimental
group who were on the field understood the content better and it was easier for
them to interpret the definitions later. The question about cardinal and interme-

diate directions was answered correctly only by the students who had classes on
the field.
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Graph 4: Grades on the final test

Conclusions

Students from ages 7 to 11 do not understand many of the terms. The main
issue of this paper is attaining functional knowledge in geography that can serve
as a basis for further learning. The development of functional knowledge is possi-
ble only if the classes are encouraging students’ activity. Methodological approach
to certain teaching contents can be valuable for teachers as a model or inspiration
for creating new solutions adjusted to the needs of a specific school and the local
community. The field teaching as a method of learning encourages many positive
reactions: creativity, greater motivation, curiosity and other.
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Field teaching was organized to help students acquire geographical knowl-
edge and terms that are too abstract (difficult) for students. Therefore, the experi-
ence and the knowledge that students gain during the field classes are expected to
have a positive effect on their further interest in geography. The evaluation of stu-
dents’ achievements on the test shows that the applied teaching methods should
be used in teaching certain contents.

The qualitative evaluation of the effects of field practice in teaching geog-
raphy is based on the data collected during the interview with the teacher. Her
information about the quality of field teaching and her suggestions for the further
implementation provided the possibilities for improving the process of acquiring
functional knowledge of certain geographical terms of the subject Nature and
Society for the third grade. The goal of these lessons is to raise curiosity and love
for nature, cooperation and the development of the logical thinking during the
fieldwork. In order to explain the concept of cardinal directions correctly, it is
necessary to organize the classes early in the morning, when the Sun rises. There-
fore, if the students can actually see the Sun, they can see where it is rising and
connect that knowledge with the theoretical knowledge, i. e. that the Sun rises in
the East, which can help them remember where the East is. If the field teaching
is held in a changed place, though, it is probable that half of the students will not
be able to orientate. “A number of students remembers only specific objects from
their environment. Still, there is a small number of those who use what they learnt
in their everyday life”

This indicates that these geographical contents are too abstract. The test re-
sults clearly show that the only solution to this problem is to teach geography by
organizing field classes.

Key words: functional knowledge, field teaching, Nature and Society, el-
ementary school students, cardinal directions.
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